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Sidebar 

We honor the commandment to “love one another” by creating a 
network of friendships and a “church family” of love and support. 
 

This core value of our church is lived out in the numerous and various 
ministries that provide spiritual care to our members and others of the 
communities we serve.  Recently I invited Happy Kenepp, Ginny       
Collins, Larry Bagnoli and Larry Clarke to research the feasibility of 
creating a Memorial & Peace Garden that would be the location of a columbarium.  
This project was started several months ago with the approval of the Board of     
Trustees Ministry, Board of Deacons Ministry, and the Board of Stewardship Ministry.   
 

The word “columbarium” comes from the Latin word “columbary” which is a       
structure for nesting doves – the dove is also a symbol of God’s Spirit and peace.  The 
related word, columbarium, refers to a burial vault for the containment of urns    
holding cremated remains.  The purpose of the feasibility study was to discern      
placing a columbarium on our church property to serve our congregation.  There are 
several churches in the area that have successfully placed a columbarium on their 
property or within their church building.   
 

History:  Over the course of the past thirty-five years I have watched the cost for   
burial increase sometimes creating a financial burden on grieving families.  More 
people are opting for cremation which is more cost effective rather than burial which 
includes a vault and casket.  My initial response to the cost of “opening” an already 
purchased burial lot was shock, which was followed with the thought, Why can’t we 
offer a place for burial at a reduced cost that would also be spiritually comforting for 
the families?   

This idea of the church as a place for burial is not new!  A drive across our state,  
passing churches in villages, towns and cities, will remind us that often the church 
property was also the place for burial.  Over the next several months there will be 
more information presented and an opportunity to see the proposal.  This will be   
followed by a congregational meeting for discussion, debate and asking for a          
congregational vote.  Of course I or anyone from the aforementioned Columbarium 
Feasibility Study will be available to address any questions or concerns.  There are 
numerous details to be addressed over the next several months such as cost,            
pre-planning, the specific type granite, engraving font, zoning, landscaping and 
maintenance, etc.  Some of these issues have been addressed; the primary one         
being - this project will be financially self-supporting. 
         (continued on page 2) 
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In a recent sermon I quoted Edward Abbey, “Sentiment without action is the ruin of the soul.” We are 
a church of extravagant welcome and acceptance.  Our biblically based mission and vision statement are 
a reflection of the core values of our congregation: 

Mission: Making God the foundation of everyday living.  (I Corinthians 3:11) 

Vision:  To become the church that others look to as the example of doing Christ’s ministry. (I Cor. 11:1) 

Core Values: 

 We embrace the role of representing Jesus in the world, and strive to learn and follow his teachings.  
(Matthew 5-7) 
We put God first, and represent Him through our commitment to serve others. (John 10:30) 
We honor the commandment to love one another by creating a network of friendships and a “church fami-
ly” of love and support. (John 13:34-35) 
We invite courageous conversations about life & faith in order to learn and grow. (John 9) 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  (Luke 19:1-10) 

Every ministry project and activity ought to be a reflection of Christ and these core values of our church.  
The addition of a columbarium and a Memorial & Peace Garden is living our faith.  I invite your prayerful 
consideration in this matter. 

Love, 

Dr. John 

Ash Wednesday Service 

March 5, 7:00 p.m. 
This simple and meditative service of prayer, readings, and a homily includes the sacrament of communion. At 
the end of the service, those who choose may receive the imposition of ashes on the forehead. 
 
This service emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own mortality and confess our separation from God 
within the community of faith. While the use of ashes as a sign of mortality and penitence may be new to some 
worshipers, it has a rich history in Jewish and Christian worship. The imposition of ashes can be a powerful    
nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation. 
 

The ashes we use on Ash Wednesday to mark our foreheads come from burnt palms that were waved on Palm 
Sunday.  Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, and so the ashes remind us that Lent will end with Holy Week, 
a week that begins with palms and leads to the death of Jesus, but ends with the resurrection as God restores 
life. 
The ashes are a reminder of our mortality.  They are a reminder that we will share with Jesus in both death and 
resurrection.  The ritual reminder of mortality is also a reminder of how valuable life is.  
 

 Senior Pastor’s Lenten Bible Study 
Dr. John is offering a Lenten Bible Study beginning Wednesday evening, March 12, from 6:30 to 8:00 
through Lent.  The focus of the study will be the Gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke supplemented with the 
book by John Ortberg, Who Is This Man:  The Unpredictable Impact of the Inescapable Jesus.  The cost is 
$12.00 per book.  (You may want to order on Kindle through Amazon).  The content of the course is the 
historical setting of many of Jesus’ teachings leading up to Passion Week, his death by execution and The 
Resurrection as told by Matthew, Mark and Luke. 
A registration table will be available on Sunday February 23, March 2, and March 9.   
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Trailmarkers 

When we think about our lives – what we value, what is right and wrong, what gives us 
meaning – we can get very precise and analytical using the language of theology, ethics, 
and philosophical terms. There’s a place for that, but  what we really need are stories: 
parables, novels, fables, and, yes, movies. This is the movie award season, and my annu-
al look at faith in the movies of the past year.  
 
You may have missed Philomena . If you did, I urge you to find a way to see it. Based on 
a true story, Judi Dench plays Philomena, a woman who tries to reconnect with her 
child who was adopted from the judgmental convent in Ireland where she gave birth to him. Records 
have been destroyed, but a journalist helps her to rekindle her search. This movie shows the variety 
and complexity of Christian faith. Some of the nuns are very cruel in their vindictive judgment, but         
Philomena herself, despite the harm she suffered, has a mature faith that seeks to live with joy and  
mercy, even when it is hard. 
 
In one of the best moments, the journalist is amazed by Philomena’s forgiveness for the people who did 
her harm. He doesn’t believe that they deserve her forgiveness, and he says to Philomena something 
like “forgive, you’re going to do it just like that?!”   
Philomena says “It’s not ‘just like that.’ That’s hard! That’s hard for me.” 
What a wonderful window into the life of faith, so simple and yet so brave, so demanding of strength 
beyond our own.  
 
In the movie 12 Years A Slave, we are reminded of the horror of American slavery, and reminded that 
the Christian faith was used to justify and maintain the institution of slavery. On several of the           
plantations, we must watch the scene of a Sunday morning service, in which the master of the            
plantation reads to the slaves from the Bible, always choosing the passages about obedience to the  
master. These are heartbreaking scenes. They are a powerful reminder that we need to be very careful 
and critical in our understanding of what scripture means. Just because someone says that this is what 
it means does not make that the final word.  
 
Finally, Gravity was a beautiful and visually stunning movie about the danger and isolation of               
astronauts in space, orbiting our planet. It is also a story of the weight of grief, and a metaphor that    
reminds us that grief can feel like a death of our former life. It also reminds us that beyond death there 
is new life, a rebirth. It is not an overtly religious movie, but that is the good news of our faith. 
 
May God’s peace be with you, 
Matt 
 
 

Sub Sale Thanks 
Thank You to everyone who supported the high school youth group and the 2014 youth mission tour to 

repair homes damaged by hurricane Sandy in New Jersey.  The sub sale raised $967 profit toward the 

mission tour.  Thanks to donated subs, we were also able to share over fifty subs as a gift to veterans 

who live at Freedom House, volunteers at Faithful Servants Care Center, and with the Tallmadge Fire         

Department crew for Super Bowl Sunday. Thank you to all who helped and all who enjoyed their subs. 

The First Congregational Church Scholarship Application will be available at the Welcome Center in the        
Atrium beginning Sunday, March 2, 2014. For more information contact the Scholarship Committee         
Chairman, Sandy Farabee at 330-633-8091. 
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High School Youth 
Soup Challenge – February 23 
Support the 9th grade Confirmation II class to raise funds for the Boston Tour.  Lend a hand, or just enjoy the soup!  After 10:00 
worship service, in fellowship hall. 
 

Mission Tour  
Informational meeting on March 2 at 11:15, after worship.  The 2014 Youth Mission Tour will travel to Monmouth County, New 
Jersey, June 15-21. Near the Atlantic coast, we will partner with United Church of Christ Disaster Relief in the long-term re-
building of homes damaged by hurricane Sandy. For more information, or to register for the trip, see Rev. Matt. 
 

Whirlyball  March 2, 3:00  - 5:30 PM.  
Whirlyball is an annual tradition for our youth group, and with good reason. It is an outing to a special court where we climb 
into bumper cars and play a strange version of basketball. You have to see it to believe it. And if you have seen it, you’ll want 
another chance to play. 
 

Lunch Club – March 9 
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM at Panera on Howe Road. 
 

Mission Tour  
The 2014 Youth Mission Tour will travel to Monmouth County, New Jersey, June 15-21. Near the Atlantic coast, we will partner 
with United Church of Christ Disaster Relief in the long-term rebuilding of homes damaged by  hurricane Sandy. For more infor-
mation, or to register for the trip, see Rev. Matt. 

Middle School Fellowship 
If the weather is good, we are going outside for our game.  Our schedule for this month will be  
February 21  Tubing Lock-IN 

February 27  Fellowship 

March 5 Ash Wednesday at 7:00 PM- Consider attending this worship as we are going to discuss Ash 
Wednesday in fellowship on March 6. 

March 6  Fellowship 

March 13  Fellowship 

March 20  Fellowship 

Mach 27  No Fellowship- Spring Break 

 

4th grade Communion 
On Sunday, March 2nd, we will be sharing communion with our 4th graders in worship.  We will have 2 classes for 
our 4th graders on Feb. 16 and 23 at 9:00 AM to learn about the symbolism of communion as well as why and how 
we take communion here at the church.  The classes on Feb. 16 and 23 will be for our 4th graders and then on 
March 2, we will ask the parents to join us at 9:30 in the sanctuary to have a walk through before the worship      
service.  Please let Wendy know if your child will be taking part in the communion service as well as the classes. 
 

Grade 3-5th Lock-In; March 7 
On March 7, all students in grades 3, 4 and 5 are invited to come to the church for a LOCK-IN.  We will meet on   
Friday night at 7 PM for games, fellowship and food.  We will play all evening, eat pizza for a late night snack and 
then watch a late movie.  Please let Wendy Brown know if you will be joining the activities.  We will have sleep time 
so please bring a sleeping bag and pillow.  You will need a permission form and $5 to attend and please bring a 
friend if you like.  Pick up will be 9 AM on Saturday, March 8. 
 
The 4th & 5th grade Sunday school class was so impressed with the work done by The Haven of Rest that they 
have decided to make Easter baskets to donate to the residents.  We are collecting any type of small basket we can 
decorate and fill with grass, candy and a spiritual message.  For example berry baskets, mushroom containers, 2 
liter plastic bottles that we can cut down to basket size, etc.  We will also gladly   accept bags of candy, trial size 
hand lotions, etc, and bags of plastic grass.  There will be a box placed in the Atrium to collect these items.  Thank 
you.  Dianne Drummond and class.  
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Corner 

By the time you read this article, Valentine’s Day will have come and gone.  Cupid shooting the ‘arrow of love’ is a 
common picture on many cards and displays.  The picture denotes love as the center of who we are; whether it is 
how we feel about ourselves, or another special person or even people in general.  Interestingly enough the word 
LOVE in some form or another, appears in just about every book of the bible.  Jesus talks extensively about the love 
of God.  He tells us to love one another as he loves us.  Surely our world would be a better place if this command-
ment was practiced by all of us. 
 

We are fast approaching the season of Lent.  Lent is a period of time in the church year when we reflect on the 
teachings of Jesus, and remember how the world is changed by God’s Love.  We remember the depth of his love; 
especially the final week beginning with Palm Sunday, the arrest, the death and the resurrection of Jesus.   The 
message is one of joy and sorrow that proclaims the atoning death of Christ. 
 

During this period of reflection we may ask ourselves, “Do I really practice and preach the message of Jesus 
Christ?”  One does not have to stand on the street corner and yell the words of Jesus’ messages.  We can let our 
actions and words of concern preach the message of Jesus.  Putting the teachings of Jesus into practice; loving, for-
giving, sharing and being a companion to others during difficult and challenging moments of life. 
 

During this Lenten Season, let us meditate on our beliefs with a renewed sense of faith and love.  And let us com-
mit to expressing this newness with all people. 

 Bill Hostutler 

 

BOOKMARKS 

 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope everyone is keeping warm and safe during this winter weather.  
This will certainly make us appreciate springtime and even the “April showers.”  

With the coming of Lent, I thought I’d tell you about a couple books in the “Bible Study” section of the library.  The 
first one is Meredith’s Book of Bible Lists” by J. L, Meredith.  Have you ever wanted to know the names of all the 
men in the Bible? They are in there and you will be shocked at how many there are plus the meaning of each 
name.  An example:  Aaron means  enlightened; Jezebel means chaste; (Mary) Magdalene means bitterness.  Also 
a list of all women mentioned in the Bible.   Page 160 tells you the earliest inventors in the Bible such as Noah who 
invented the ark, zoology and wine.  A list of anything you would want to know (or maybe not know) is in this      
fascinating book, and it also gives clear meaning to some of the scriptures and verses of the Bible.  

With TV and the Internet we hear about events and people from around the world.  Often the news includes their 
customs and beliefs.  There is an interesting and informative book published by National Geographic entitled 
“Great Religions of the World.”  It is an easy read about the various religions and the discipline of the followers of 
the respective faiths.  It is on the bottom shelf  to the left of the counter in the library. 

Remember reading is exercise for the mind.  I don’t know about any of you, but I need all of that I can get.  Happy 
mind exercising.  Until next month. 

God Bless, 

Jo Hostutler 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Marian Belisle 
Joseph Butke (Kimberly’s baby) 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Miriam Everhart 
Deanna Getowski 
Corinne Gorby 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
Kari Mancuso 
Connie Mason 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in law) 

Cecil Nelson  (Kathy Harris’s father) 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Gary Rambler 
Jon Sauerbrey II 
Betty Schoffman 
Michael Sullivan 
Betty Vestal 
Rita Wray    
Typhoon Haiyan victims in Philippines 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l Guard] 
Hearts in Service 
Warriors Journey Home 
Elders Writing and Singing Groups 

 
 

The power of prayer is needed today in all our lives.  We have an active Prayer Chain at First          

Congregational .  If you have a concern for health or strength and need help from our  Prayer Chain 

please call:  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285 

Condolences:   

Sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Roberta Berry.  “Bobby” passed away on January 14, 2014. 

Sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Ralph “Ben” Sharpnack.  Ralph passed away on January 19 2014.  A 
private service will be held. 

Sincere sympathy to Kim Kruger and family on the loss of his brother Glen Kruger Jr.  Glen passed away on January 
25, 2014.  A funeral service was held on January 31st at Bissler & Sons Funeral home.  

Deepest sympathy to Fred and Annette Pedersen and family on the loss of their great- niece, Grace Hoffman. 

Blessings of Stephen Ministry for our Congregation, for our pastors, for those who          

volunteer to be Stephen Minister, and to those who are hurting include: 
 

1. Our congregation has a practical and powerful way to respond to Christ’s commandment: 
 “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12 RSV). 
2. Our pastors are assured they have a team of gifted, trained and committed lay caregivers 
 ready to minister to hurting people. 
3. Our Stephen Ministers are confident they will be doing everything they can to use their gifts in a meaningful 
 ministry, growing spiritually as they help people in difficult times. 
 

Hurting People can trust they will have someone who will truly listen to them with the ears of Christ without 
judging them  

Are you concerned about someone you know? If so, you are encouraged to contact:  Sharon Harms Letzler at 
(330) 699-9794 or Rev. Dr. John or Rev. Dr. Matt (330) 633-4931 for more information. Call Ron Mitchell at (330) 
633-4055 if you want to consider helping hurting people through Stephen ministry. 

 We currently have 4 Stephen Ministers in caring relationships.  One woman Stephen Minister is available 
to support you (in the Stephen Ministry program men support men and women support women). 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Rest in God: A Lenten Invitation  
  

Thursdays March 6 – April 10 

6:00-6:30  Guided Contemplation led by Rev. Matt Wooster. 

During the season of Lent, the congregation and friends are invited to a weekly half hour session 

of rest in God. Meeting in the narthex of the sanctuary, Rev. Matt will teach and lead the ancient 

spiritual practices of Contemplative Meditation and Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is a latin phrase 

for “holy reading” of scripture. 

This opportunity for spiritual practice will open space in our lives to listen for God speaking to us 

and within us. The forty days of Lent are modeled on the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness, and the 

forty years spent by the Hebrews in the wilderness after the Exodus from Egypt. Both of these times were full 

of rest and listening. 

The Bible and the News Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in the David Bacon room. 

Each week, we discuss a different text from the Bible, and how it connects to the news of our lives or news in 

the world. Since each week’s discussion stands on its own, you are most welcome to join at any time. You 

won’t be lost or trying to catch up. Each Wednesday is a new discovery. Led by Rev. Matt. 

 

All God’s Children –March 4, 7:30 p.m. 

A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 

(GLBT) within our congregation, facilitated by Rev. Matt. Meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st 

Tuesday. 

Elder’s Fellowship News 

 

The Elder’s Fellowship Board is planning an “Art of the Soul and Spirit Show”  coming soon! 

Seniors, 65 and older, are invited to present original art work for display at a spring art exhibit.  

Watch the Herald and bulletins for further details. 

 

On Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Narthex we have a writing class led by Mary Ann Romans.  Have 
you wanted to write poetry or short stories?  This class is open to our elders 65 years of age and 
older and will meet weekly through April.   
 
The Golden Tones is looking for members!  Have you wanted to sing in a choir but find evening  
rehearsals are too difficult to attend?  The Golden Tones is open to seniors 65 and older.  Rehearsal 
is during the day and you will help in selecting the songs!   The Golden Tones will meet on       
Thursdays at 2 pm in the church sanctuary.  

YARNING FOR PEACE   

Monday, March 10 at 7:00 PM in the     
David Bacon Room will be the meeting 
date for Yarning for Peace.  Hope you will 
join us. 

Congregator’s  will meet at the Hartville Kitchen 
on March 4, 2014 at noon.  Please be there 
promptly as they won’t seat us until everyone is 
there.  If you have not been called- Please call 
Donna Phillips @ 330-634-2977 for reservations.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Cleveland Indians announced finalists for mentor of the year award.  Three Northeast Ohio leaders 
have been chosen as finalist in the first Cleveland  Indians Mentor of the Year Award contest.  The Indians  
introduced the contest in November in conjunction with Terry Francona winning the American League     
Manager of the Year award to recognize the leadership and mentoring efforts of others in Northeast Ohio.  
Over 100 nominations were   received, and were judged on the criteria including alignment with the Indians 
mission of impacting youth education and recreation; alignment with the club’s Guiding Commitments and 
organizational values; and nominees broadly and positively impacting Northeastern Ohio. 

Michael Dies, President of the West Akron Baseball League was an honorable mention selection for this 
award!   Congratulations Michael! 

The Natatorium in Cuyahoga Falls 

Sunday February 23rd  12– 5 p.m. 
All donations go to the Warriors Journey 

Home. 

To sign up or to donate for the cause go to: 

 www.pedalforheroesusa.orgg 

To:   Michael Dies 

 Riley Williams and Parker Ramp members of the First Congregational Church Youth Group, representing the 
Tallmadge Middle School Thunder Bots Team were awarded 2nd place trophy for Bot Ball Competition at the 
2014 Ohio Educational Technology Conference Robotics Competition, Columbus, Ohio Convention Center, on 
January 27, 2014 .  They competed against 8 other Middle School teams throughout the State of Ohio.  This 
was their first competitive test of their Bot Ball Robot which they will use to compete in the 2014 National 
Robotics Competition in Marion, Ohio, April 13-15, 2014.  During the National Competition in April they will 
compete not only against National Middle School teams, but also against High School and College and       
University teams throughout the United States.  This is Riley and Parker's second year as team mates.  Riley is 
the Robot Computer Programmer and Parker is the Robot  Design Builder. During the 2013 National          
Competition last year they where awarded 3rd place "Bronze" in the National Bot Ball Robotics Challenge, 
competing against twenty different teams.   

AND TO:  Riley Williams and Parker Ramp 

5th Annual Soup  Challenge 

Confirmation Class Boston Tour Fundraiser 

February 23, 11:00 AM 

Enjoy a variety of soups and vote for your favorite one (the 
competition will be friendly, but fierce).  Confirmation students 
will auction their services for yard work, babysitting, and more.  
Help our young people make the trip to Boston, and enjoy a 
great event with your church family.   

To enter your soup into the challenge, please contact Rev. 
Matt Wooster. 
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SAVE THE DATE!  MAY 3, 2014 

The Board of Social Action and Missions Ministry is busy planning the fundraiser for our church's mission tours. 
 

Plan to attend a special evening at "The Starlight Diner - Remembering the 50s," on Saturday, May 3, 2014. 
Watch for more information to follow. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

HOLD ME TIGHT 
CONVERSATIONS for CONNECTION 

A Relationship Education Group for Couples 
 

Based on the book:  Hold Me Tight: Seven Conversations for a  Lifetime of Love  
By:  Dr. Sue Johnson 

 

May 2-3, 6 pm—9pm(Friday) and 9 am-5:30 pm (Saturday) 

Emerge Counseling Services Learning Center 900 Mull Avenue Akron, OH  44313 
 

Facilitated by: Norma Bryant Licensed professional clinical counselor at EMERGE  
  David Teare– Licensed professional clinical counselor at EMERGE 
Contact:  Colleen Bell @ 800-621-5207 ext. 330 or emerge.org 
Registration:  $150 per couple (includes cost of 1 book and lunch)   (Group is limited to 20 couples) 

 First Congregational Church of Tallmadge Auction Sunday March 16th 
 

 The Board of Stewardship is going to be holding an Auction and luncheon to supplement our Operating Budget 
on Sunday March 16th. We will be auctioning off people's services, gift baskets, and other larger items. 
 

Between now and Sunday, March 9th, we would ask everyone to think of an item or a service they would be able 
to donate. All items are to be brought to the Fellowship Hall the day before, Sat March 15th. 
 

We would also like to publicize your items ahead of event , so please send one of our members a description and 
a picture so we can  prepare for your donation ahead of the event. 
 

We are looking forward to a really fun time and a great way to share  
in each others talents and gifts! 
 

Mike Carter mdc1589@aol.com         330-329-4285 
Tim Burns timburns999@gmail.com  330-703-4807 
Sandie Mills SMills@chmca.org          330-543-8395 

 News from Family Promise: 
 

March 9 - our week of hosting at Northwest. 
March 20 - Fundraiser for Family Promise at Bob Evans. 
April 10 - Our 10th Anniversary - at our new location on Voris St. 
April 24 - training for anyone who is already a volunteer or would like to be, and it will be at our church at 
     6:00 p.m.   

  
We will be having a fundraiser every month this year at Bob Evans.  And there will always be flyers on 
the table in the atrium. 

mailto:mdc1589@aol.com
mailto:timburns999@gmail.com
mailto:SMills@chmca.org
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

WNI 
We are looking forward to the March groups work.  AARP is on Friday  March 28, 2014.  We 
are asking for donations of food, your time and help in the kitchen OR money contributions.                          

  Please contact a Co– Chair:   

 Cherie Wade  330-630-344 

 Mindy Hill  330-633-0248 

  

Sharon Bible 

Debra Bolt 

Wendy Brown 

Norma Bryant 

Janice Carlton 

Missy Dies 

Carol Dowey 

Diane Drummond 

Esta Eriksen 

Bonnie Frazier 

Bev Green 

Erin Hoffman 

Tina Jackson 

Karen Jones 

Kristin Lally 

Hollie Lazor 

Margie Nicholson 

Nancy O”Neal 

Marie O’Neil 

Jackie Parker 

Carol Penn 

Joan Pinkerton 

Melissa Scherer 

Dawn Sharnsky 

Jill Stritch 

Wanda Strott 

Marilyn Wade 

Ingrid Woodling 

JoAnn Wyler 

WNI PROGRAM 

Monday, March 10 at 6:30 P.M. 

All church members are invited to a special program on March 
10.  Dr. Sue Meyer, co-founder of the Faithful Servants Care Center, will be speaking to us about 
the history of this free clinic and the work that volunteer physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and 
lay people are doing here in Tallmadge to serve those who cannot afford to pay for health 
care.  In the first fifteen months of operation, the clinic handled 2,278 patient visits.  If not for 

the FSCC, 451 patients would have gone to the emergency room and 779     patients noted that they would 
have gone untreated.  Providing care to the uninsured population resulted in an estimated cost savings in      
excess of $2.2 million to the local health systems.  Please come and learn more about the amazing efforts of 
these FSCC volunteers who are living examples of the holy spirit working in our world. 

A variety of desserts, along with coffee, tea, and punch, will be served prior to the program.  Our service project 
for this event will be donations of supplies to help support the clinic's work. 

At the current time they are in need of items such as over the counter steroids, 1% cortisone cream, Mucinex, 
OTC fungal cream, splints for wrists or ankles, Monistat kits, Tylenol, Ibuprofen, 

Aleve, cotton swabs, band aids, gauze bandages, etc.   If you have any questions, please contact Susan Schunk 
at 330-633-6254 or sschunk555@gmail.com.   

                                             BINGO! 

    It is Bingo time for Women’s Fellowship.   

       April 3, 2014  at 10:00 a.m. 

                  Fellowship Hall 

                                      Luncheon to follow at 12 Noon. 

                                   Cost is $6.00   

Sign up sheets in Atrium starting on March 16th. 

PRIZES!! 

mailto:sschunk555@gmail.com
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 Dear Members of F.C.C., 

Thank you for the prayers, cards, visitations, and beautiful flower arrangement from the 
church. And thank you for the wonderful sumptuous buffet for our friends and family     
following the service for our dear Mother.  A special thanks to the pastors for their caring 
visits to her, and to Dr. Wooster for the very touching service.  All of our family felt truly 
uplifted by the warmth and love given to us.  With Sincere appreciation and love,   

Barbara Rowles, Margaret Handin, Fred Hausch and our families. 
 

Thank you to the church for the lovely flowers and to Dr. John for the wonderful service.                                                
The Kincaid family. 
 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your recent gift of $114.00.  You are most thoughtful and much appreciated.  Your gift comes 
as a blessing.  As we partner together, men and women in their dark hour are met with a helping hand.  
Hundred's each day are clothed, sheltered, counseled and hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  But it’s not 
just in January.  It’s happening all year round.  Thank you for your part in this important ministry.                  
Sincerely, Jeff     Rev. Jeffrey A. Kaiser  Executive Director   Haven of Rest Ministries 
 

Dear Partners in Christ, 

On behalf of the staff and board of directors of Faithful Servants Mission Inc., thank you for your continued, 
generous support of this organization.  ($585)  We are grateful for your partnership in ministry as we care 
physically and spiritually for the uninsured in our community.  Serving Together,  Gayle Grater  Treasurer 
 

This is a long overdue “Thank you” to all of you who have have been so faithful in your continued support to 
us with your prayers, cards, and calls.  It is a testament to your devoted service to our Lord that you have not 
given up on us.  We are unaccustomed to being away from church for so long, so you have been a lifeline.  It 
is strange to be on this side of the care-giving.  Thank you for being there for us.    David & Jackie Parker   
 

Dear Friends,  I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, and phone calls while I was in the     
hospital and at home convalescing.  A special thank you to Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster for coming to the hospital 
in those frigid temps to pray with my family and me.  Sincerely, Barb Stutler 
 

Dear friends of the First Congregational Church, 

Thank you for your generosity, when veterans experiencing homelessness living in the Portage county area 
and across Ohio turn to Freedom House for help– we are here to give them the critical programs and support 
that they so desperately need.  The thoughtful donation of chips, cookies and sub sandwiches couldn’t have 
come at a better time.  Your support gives veterans opportunities to achieve their goals of having a safe place 
to call home.  Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.                                               
With heartfelt, thanks,  Colleen Reaman  Program Manager of Freedom House   
(p.s.  Thank you for the best part of the Super Bowl game!) 
  

Dear Friends in Christ,  Thank you for your generous gift of $1,727.  Your donation will be used to support the 
WCM International Emergency Fund for Typhoon Haiyan Relief as per your request.  Your gift is enabling all 
UCC partners to provide urgently needed water and food to Typhoon Haiyan survivors in hard to reach areas 
of Leyte, Samar and northern Cebu and to plan for longer term recovery and rehabilitation.  Please check our 
UC Typhoon Haiyan website for regular updates:  www.ucc.org/disaster/typhoon-haiyan 

Grace and peace,  Mary Schaller Blaufuss  (Global Sharing of Resources Team Leader– One Great Hour of 
Sharing) 
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Welcome New Members 
 

 
Geoffrey and Jennifer Etzel -1298 Morse St., Akron, OH 44320 
Geoff is a Production Manage for Davey Tree.  Geoff and Jennifer were married in a    
congregational church in Connecticut and like this denomination.  They have a 6 year old 
daughter, Jazlyn.  Jennifer works for the Akron Public Schools, Pfeiffer School as a lunch 
activity supervisor.  
 
 
 
Nate and Sarah Ickes – 1126 Broadview Rd, Tallmadge, OH  44278 
Nate works for the Tallmadge Police Department, K-9 unit.  He was in the Marine Corp for 
8 years and was deployed to Iraq in 2005.  .   Nate and Sarah have been married for 10 
years and have 3 children, Cadence, age 6; Camryn, age 3 ½; and Colin, age 16 months.  
Sarah is a registered nurse and works part-time in Labor and Delivery at Akron City       
Hospital.  
 
 
 
Betty Jo Kitz “B.J.” – 821 Martindale Dr., Tallmadge, OH  44278 
B.J worked as a registered pharmacist for 32 years in the hospital setting.  Currently she is 
assisting at the Northeast Ohio Medical University as a standardized patient to help     
students and hospital residents develop their interviewing skills.  B.J. volunteers with 
Hearts In Service and has attended Women’s New Initiative activities. 
 
 
 
Sandie Mills – 12 S. Alling Rd., Tallmadge, OH  44278 
Sandie is a Division Director Secretary at Akron Children’s Hospital.  She likes to make 
handmade cards and invitations as a side job.  Sandie has a grown son.  She is friends with 
Mike Carter and Shelly Williams.  Sandie says this church feels like “home” to her. 
 
 
 
John and Donna Phillips – 456 Paul Tell Trail, Tallmadge, OH   44278 
John taught in the Akron Public Schools for 31 years and retired in 1998.  As a second     
career, he was ordained as an American Baptist pastor and served the Goodyear Heights 
Baptist Church in Akron for 10 years.  They have 2 adult sons.  Donna is a retired registered 
nurse and worked at Akron City Hospital for 15 years.  She taught students for 11 of those 
years.  She finished her career as the Director of Nursing and Assessment Nurse at Sumner Home for the 
Aged.   She is a member of the Akron City Hospital School Nursing alumnae board.  Both John and Donna   
enjoy singing in the choir. 
 
 

Mike and Marty Sermersheim – 783 Hampshire Rd., Stow, OH  44224 
Mike, currently retired, worked as in-house legal counsel at the University of Akron.  Prior 
to UA, Mike and Marty were in Okinawa. He was an Army JAG lawyer and she was a school 
nurse.  Marty is a retired registered nurse from the Summit County Health Department.  
She volunteers for the American Red Cross.  She volunteered after Hurricane Katrina for 3 
weeks in Mississippi.  Mike and Marty have 2 adult children, a daughter and son.   
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Rebuilding Together Rebuild Day 
 
   Even though the snow is still on the ground, it is time to start planning for Rebuilding Together Rebuild Day.  Mark 
your calendar for SATURDAY, APRIL 26.  Our church along with the Cuyahoga Falls Presbyterian Church will once 
again make this very worthwhile endeavor our Adult Mission Project.  It was hoped that we would be able to rehab 
a house in Tallmadge this year, but the city’s funding for this project will not be available until 2015 Rebuild 
Day.  Rebuilding Together has given us three houses to review for our potential worksite – 2 in west Akron and 1 in 
south Akron.   
 

     If you wish to volunteer for this project, it is the same website format as in the last two years.  Go to 
www.rebuildingtogether-sc.org and click on “Volunteer” at the top of the page.  On the next screen, if you 
are a new volunteer select “Volunteer Application” at the left side under Applications.  Returning volunteers 
register on the “Volunteer Login” with your email address and password that you used last time.  If you   
cannot remember your password, sign up as a new volunteer.  Complete each field marked with an           
asterisk.  Make sure to register for First Congregational Church as your group.  You will be asked to self-
certify your skill level on various tasks.   

 Unskilled – very little or no experience completing that task 
Skilled – some experience, but not professionally trained on that task 
Professional – you do it for a living as a trained professional 

Read the disclaimer at the bottom of the application and click submit. 
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU HAVE SKILLS OR NOT THERE ARE JOBS FOR EVERYONE. 
If you do not have access to a computer, contact Dee West at 330-633-4421 for a paper copy of the                        
application.  Rebuilding Together needs all volunteers to be signed up BEFORE APRIL 3. 
 

     This year Rebuilding Together is going with a new format to help us raise the funds needed to defray the cost of 
materials for rehabbing the house.  We will not be selling raffle tickets for this as we have in the past.  There will be 
a website set up soon that you can go to and directly donate to our group for this project.  Watch for more             
information soon. 
 

     We hope you will consider volunteering for this most rewarding project of making a homeowners house safe 
and healthy for them. 
      

First Congregational Church is honoring Treehouse  Preschool on 
their 40th Anniversary.  If you were a part of Treehouse, please bring in pictures and 
stories to share.  The Board of Christian Education would like to have a gift for    
Treehouse and have decided to establish a Treehouse Preschool Discretionary Fund to 
support families during a  hardship.  If you would like to contribute to that fund, we 
will be collecting donations on February 26 and March 2. Treehouse is a great        
ministry of this church, please consider making a donation. 

Come Celebrate with us on March 9th 
10:00 AM   Celebrate in worship 
11:00 AM Reception including pictures, stories, cake, retired teachers and children’s 
activities. 

Celebrating 40 years of teaching    

eager little minds. 

http://www.rebuildingtogether-sc.org
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

February 23  Dr. John Schluep 

March 2  Dr. John Schluep 

March 9  Dr. Matt Wooster 

March 16  Dr. John Schluep 

March 23  Dr. John Schluep 

February 23   Jim & Vivian McNenny,                   

March 2  Jim & Jana Caplinger, Don & Judy Woerz 

March 9  David & Suzanne Kiewit, Bill & Jo Hostutler 

March 16  Dave & Joni Peters, Russell & Janet Terrell 

March 23  Mike & Ginny Collins, Jack & Shirley Gron 

 

     Altar Flowers 

 

February 23 Bachus 

March 2  Lowe 

March 9  Kares 

March 16  Hale 

 

February 23  Fred & Annette Pedersen,                                          

           Terri Poff, Shelly Williams 

March 2  Mike Carter, Tim Burns, Gary Marlow,                      

     Mark Bowers 

March 9  Christie Speicher, Jackie Mohr, Barbara Stutler, Jane Huffman 

March 16  Bob McPherson, Larry Robinson, Cindi Anderson,                         

      Marcia Zuravel 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 
 

January 19 

8:30 Worship      34 

10:00 Worship  220 
 

January 26 

8:30 Worship     22 

10:00 Worship  158 

 

February 2 

8:30 Worship  47 

10:00 Worship 260 
 

February 9 

8:30 Worship  45 

10:00 Worship  204 

    

February 16 

8:30 Worship  44 

10:00 Worship 236 

General Operating Fund Note:  During January, 2014, receipts of $31,336 were $13,037 below the monthly budget.  Actual 
expenses for January were $45,240 leaving a deficit for the month of ($13,904) and a year-to-date deficit of ($14,204).  Signing 
up for electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals, especially  during the winter months when 
we need a little extra support to meet seasonally higher expenses.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both 
your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
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February/March 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 24 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

25 

7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 
 

10:30 Elder 

Writes 

 

 

26 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

6 pm Stephen Min-

istry 

7writers circle 

27 

 

2 pm Golden 
Tones 

6 Youth                  
Fellowship 
7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

28 

9:30 Investment & 

Endowment   

12 Noon AARP 

1 

 3 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

 

4   7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 

10:30 Elder 

Writes 

12:00 Congrega-
tors 
2:00 sr. advisory 
 

7:30 All God’s 

Children 

5 Ash Wednesday 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

7  writers  circle 

7 pm  Ash     

Wednesday Service 

6 

2– Golden Tones 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

7 

 

7:00 PM 

3rd, 4th, 5th 

Grade Lock in 

8 

 10 
 
6:30 WNI Program 
 
7 pm Yarning for 

Peace– D.Bacon 

 
 
7 pm Heritage 

11 
7am Bagnoli 
Bible Study 
 

10:30 Elder 
Writes 
 

7 board mtgs 
8:15 Exec.     
council 

12 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

6:00 Stephen Min 
 

6:30 Lenten Study 

7 Writers circle 

13 

2 -Golden tones 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

14 

Deadline for     

Herald 

15 

 17  

 

7 WNI planning 

Mtg.– DB 

 

7: Heritage 

 

 

18 
7am Bagnoli 
Bible Study 
 
10:30 Elder 
Writes 
 

6:30 Card 
making/
stamping class 

19 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 
the News 
Herald 

6:30 Lenten study 

7  Writing circle 

 

20 

2– Golden Tones 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

21 

 

22 

 

 

23 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

11 am Soup         

Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

2   

 8:10  Prayer 

 Chain 

Communion 

8:30 worship 

10:00 am Worship    

3-5 pm Whirly ball 

for Sr. Hi            

6 pm WJHM 

 

9  

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 
 

Tree House           
Reception  40th  
anniversary 
 

11:15 Sr. Hi Lunch 

club 

 

 

16  OGHS 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

11 Auction– FH 

 

6 pm WJHM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

          Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster  Associate Pastor       330.633.4931 mcwooster@yahoo.com 
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Jackie Parker   330.867.7149  jackieinministry@att.net 

   Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: February 19, 2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


